
NASHVILLE UMC 
  Offering Better Life Through Christ 

 Connecting Point - May 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I recently took this picture in Spring Hope. It shows one of my favorite 
images from nature - the rays of sun breaking through the clouds. 
Every time I see the image, it reminds me that the light breaks through 
the darkness. It reminds me to stop what I am doing, to Praise the 
Lord, and acknowledge His majesty and wonder. It reminds me that 
the storm will end! 

Our current storm, the COVID-19 pandemic, seems to be breaking 
up.   

The leadership of Nashville UMC are making plans for the easing of 
governmental restrictions. We are going to follow a cautious, joyful 
approach. We will be reopening activities at the church in phases. 
Phase One will be restarting the discipleship groups into motion. 
Please see Luke's article for details. Phase Two will be gathering for 
worship (tentatively beginning June 7th). Phase Three will be 
reopening for all church activities (tentatively beginning when public 
school begins in the Fall).   

Please pray for our church leaders, our volunteers, and for each other 
as we work on the details. 

Praise the Lord, 
Pastor Scott 
 

 



Hi Saints, 

Our world has changed. God has not. His Kingdom has still come and is still coming in 
full. We rejoice not in the circumstances of the world or the hope that one day we will 
be able to hug again (as great as this sounds). We rejoice that our names are written in 
heaven. 

Because our names are written in heaven, we seek to live on earth as it is in heaven. 
This happens undoubtedly in discipleship groups such as Sunday School, Bible 
Studies, and the like. 

If you are one of those discipleship group leaders, I give God praise for His calling upon 
your life. Y’all have navigated these odd waters so well with online meetings, phone 
calls, email prayers, etc. Well done! 

I am writing today to talk to you about next steps for what discipleship in our local body 
can look like in the weeks ahead. We are monitoring what Gov. Cooper recommends 
for us. As it stands, if the Executive Stay at Home Order is lifted on May 8th, we believe 
we can move forward with in person discipleship opportunities. However, those will still 
need to be consistent with the recommendations from the officials. We, as followers of 
Jesus, operate in this capacity because of 1 Peter 2:13-17. 

Here is what Phase 1 of “in person discipleship” could look like: 

    Beginning May 11….. 

 Discipleship groups can be on the church campus with no more than 10 people 
present, yet still abiding by a safe physical distance. 

 Two rooms could be used: Cockrell Hall or Braswell Hall. The basement is 
currently our “studio” and we do not want to disturb what is going on there. 

As we wait for our church activities to begin again we bring you another special edition 
of our Connecting Point. 

We will continue offering devotions and worship throughout the month on our website 
and social media. Paper copies, DVD’s, and emails are also available. If you have not 
been receiving these and would like hard copies or to be on our email distribution list, 
contact the office at 459-7178 or info@nashvilleumc.net. 



 Outside locations such as the Front Porch and the Prayer Garden are open as 
well. 

 In order to meet on the church campus, we are asking that you contact Dana 
Nethercutt at info@nashvilleumc.net or 459-7178 to ensure a location is 
available and that information can be properly communicated through the entire 
church. Locations will be reserved on a first come, first serve basis. Please 
communicate with Dana if you are planning to meet. 

 We have high hopes of returning to worship soon. Therefore, we are asking that 
no discipleship groups meet on Sunday during any part of the day on the church 
campus. Please feel free to meet as you are - just not on the church campus. 

 If people in your group are uncomfortable meeting in person, feel free to ZOOM 
or Google Hangout/Meet with people in your group. Dana can help if you are 
unfamiliar with how to set that up. 

 We also ask that you ensure your area is cleaned before and after you meet. 
Supplies are limited at the church; therefore, if you have cleaning supplies, 
please use those to clean your area before and after your group meets. 

We hope to begin corporate worship with several worship services on June 7. This is 
contingent upon government restrictions. Our staff is prayerfully planning these 
services. 

Please remember, no one chooses to be in this incredibly fluid situation. We are doing 
the best we can. We want to be obedient to Hebrews 10:24 and 1 Peter 2:13-17. We 
all look forward to the day we can join our voices in one room to lift up our God who 
reigns without rival. 

I love you all. If you have questions, please feel free to contact me at 252-813-8489. 

Choose Joy, 
Pastor Luke 

 

The season of waiting continues. For years, the leadership of Nashville UMC has been 
preparing for a separation to occur in the misnamed United Methodist Church. For 
years, bishops and pastors have been acting in open defiance to the Book of Discipline 
and to Scripture. We first waited for those in defiance to be corrected, but the 
correction never came. We waited for the United Methodist Church to take a final 
stance on the issues of biblical interpretation and human sexuality, and for those in 
disagreement to leave - but they never left. The leadership at Nashville has waited for a 
plan of separation to be passed by this year's General Conference, but the General 
Conference has been cancelled.   

So, we have to continue to wait.   

Please stay encouraged and wait with purpose. Remember that our mission as a 
church and as individual Christians is to make disciples of Jesus Christ. Please pray, 
read Scripture, worship, love your neighbor and love God as we wait.   

 



 

Have you ever watched a tornado as 
it progresses through a field or town? 
It swirls around, disrupting our normal 
lives, grabbing anything in its path, 
casting broken fragments aside as it 
moves along, then disappears into the 
air leaving us confused and 
wondering “What now?” I suppose 
that’s the best way to describe what 
the audio/visual (AV) team felt as 
soon as the quarantine went into 
place for NUMC. 

It seems scary and intense, but there is something incredibly beautiful that comes from 
the aftermath of a disaster or disruption. Community. People begin coming together to 
change the question of “What now?” to “What can we do to help?” I saw this firsthand 
with my team when the pastors asked about livestreaming. We’ve never ventured into this 
territory before, but considering everything going on around us, we knew there was a 
need to continue telling Jesus’ story. We just needed to figure out how. Pastor Kaitlyn 
said in a sermon recently “What we do in the waiting matters.” And you know what? 
There is great truth in that. 

What have we done in the waiting? With God at the helm, we’ve been preparing for your 
imminent return on campus so we can worship together again. We’ve been preparing our 
minds and hearts for learning the technical aspects of livestreaming, so we can continue 
reaching God’s people from right here in Nash County to England and beyond! (Yes, we 
have people watching our Sunday service from England!)  

What have you done in the waiting? I can answer that for you. You’ve shown us grace, 
mercy, and joy amid all the glitches, tech issues, mix-ups, and oops. You’ve given us 
understanding during these past months as we learn this process. You’ve laughed with us 
because you know we are human, and we are trying to give our best to Jesus and glorify 
Him in it all.  

What have I done in the waiting? I praise God for Bill Lumpp, Michael Durham, and my 
ever-supportive husband, Marko, for being the best AV team I’ve had the honor and 
pleasure to lead. I praise God for our leadership at church for their grace and support. I 
praise God for each one of you for staying connected as a church, and being Church,  
in the waiting. 

Tina Schrader 
Media Coordinator 

 



 

Church Family, 

When we announced our move to Kentucky months ago, never did I imagine the day to 
say goodbye would come without face-to-face hugs and the chance to celebrate together 
one last time. I have missed you all so much these past few weeks, and I pray our paths 
will cross again someday.  

Thank you once more for your partnership in the Gospel from Day 1 until now. Thank 
you for your friendship, love, and support as I served the children and families of NUMC 
these past four years. I’m so grateful you were a part of God’s narrative for my life, and 
the lives of my family. I pray God’s best upon you and the church in the time to come, 
and I look forward to joining you in a pew during one of our visits home. We love you all, 
and if you ever find yourself in the Bluegrass State, please don’t be a stranger!  

Love to all, 
Nichole 

 

One of my first impressions of Nashville Methodist Church was the number of children in 
worship. But my jaw dropped when, just a few weeks later, I experienced our Vacation 
Bible School. I had never seen a VBS with so many children, youth, and adult 
volunteers. Immediately, I knew the strength of the entire children's program. An 
excellent children's program is built on strong leadership, organization, and faithful 
volunteers.  

I want to thank Nichole for all of her children's messages, hours of planning, and 
messages on Sunday night. I want to thank Nichole for her leadership, love of children, 
and love of the Lord. While our hearts can hurt during times of change, Ecclesiastes 3 
tells us that there is a season for everything.   

Please pray for Nichole, Bryan, Addison, Drew, and Asher as their season with us ends 
and their time in Kentucky begins. 

Pastor Scott 

 

 



Do You Have an  
Upcoming Event? 

Schedule events using the Church 
Event Form in the workroom or 
online: NASHVILLEUMC.NET/RESOURCES. 

Additions to the bulletin should be 
sent to the church office by  
Mondays at noon. Newsletter dead-
line is the 10th.  

You can also find finance guide-
lines, bus reservation information, 
and more—all on the RESOURCES 
webpage. 

2020 YTD Average Attendance 

8:30 Contemporary Worship: 263 
11:00 Contemporary Worship: 96 

11:00 Traditional Worship: 87 
Sunday Night Youth Worship: 55 

Sunday Night Children’s Worship: 101 

Average of all Services: 676 

Includes special services (including Revival) 

 and those on retreats & mission trips. 

 

During this time of social isolation,  
we have expanded our online sermon page.  

Visit WWW.NASHVILLEUMC.NET/SERMONS 
for audio and live streamed services. 

If you’d like a DVD of our live streamed services,  
or paper copes of devotions,  

call the church office at 459-7178. 



 

Medical/Other: Kay Jenkins, Melody Radford (Kira Lanfranchi’s mother), Jeannette 
Shaw, Carolyn Hockaday, Gary Zimmerman, Eva Gray, Yuliya Naumenko (Belarusian 
daughter of Mary Lou & Scott Braswell), Pete Nethercutt (Barry Nethercutt’s father), 
Jordan Foreman (friend of Jackie Swindell), Ashley and Bry Long, Pattie Mercer,  
Ed Bass, Julie Whitehead (Pastor Luke’s mother), Raymond Batchelor, Scott Braswell, 
Thomas Hathaway, Jr., Brandon Hill (Jeff and Elaine Beal’s son), Nancy Bidwell, 
(*Medical/Other prayers remain listed for a maximum of 4 weeks. Please contact the office if prayers are 
needed longer.) 

Homebound/Retirement Homes: Mike Jackson, Carolyn Pappas. 

Those Serving in the Military: Austen Bowling, Ray Benitez, MacGyver Nethercutt, 
Nigel Briggs, Donnie Mosley, Matthew Pope, Laura Collier, Codie Younger, Chellie 
Cannon, Steve Speares, Trey Matthews, Adam Moore. 

All Prayer Requests with detailed information are sent out via email and voicemail. 
Contact the church office to be added to either distribution list. 

 

prayers 
Do you have a prayer request or 
want to pray for those in need? Join 
our Prayer Chain.  

Contact our office at 459-7178 or 
info@nashvilleumc.net to be added 
to the email or phone distribution list. 

Submit prayer requests to 252-459-
7178 or info@nashvilleumc.net. Join 
our Prayer Warriors on Tuesday 
mornings at 7am in the Parlor for 
Prayers with the Pastor. They pray 
for our community, country, and all 
prayer requests in the church. 

Nashville United Methodist Church 

@nashvilleUMCNC 

get connected 
Get schedules for Children, Youth, and Adults at our 
Information Centers located at both entrances. You will 
also find brochures on various ministry groups, Church 
Council Minutes, and more. 

Save a tree and postage costs by receiving your  
newsletter via email or view the newsletter anytime at 
www.NashvilleUMC.net. 

To schedule a church event, complete the church event 
form at WWW.NASHVILLEUMC.NET/RESOURCES and submit 
to info@nashvilleumc.net 
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